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Soroka Medical Center: An Overview
Soroka is the only major medical center in the entire south of Israel, serving a population of
more than one million inhabitants. It is an academic research and teaching hospital, affiliated
with the Faculty of Health Sciences and the Medical School for International Health of BenGurion University of the Negev.
Each year, care is provided in more than 600,000 outpatient and clinic visits; 250,000 patients
visit our Emergency Medicine Department (the most active in the country); 84,000 inpatients
fill our beds; 30,000 patients undergo surgery, and 17,000 babies are born. Soroka’s neonatal
and pediatric departments provide family-centered intensive care with world-class survival
rates.

Soroka’s Trauma Unit is among the largest and busiest in Israel, always on call, 24 hours a day,
365 days a year. Soroka serves as the regional Level-1 trauma center for victims of terror and
for all Israel Defense Force bases in and near the Negev. This need is constant in light of the
ongoing security situation in areas bordering Gaza.
Soroka Medical Center is at the forefront of research and innovative medical treatment,
providing excellent medical care to the entire population of the Negev irrespective of gender,
race or religion. Soroka stands at the forefront of medical progress, and is constantly upgrading
and enhancing research capabilities and the healthcare it provides. Soroka’s excellent staff
of 5,000 physicians, nurses, para-medical professionals, support staff and administration are
dedicated to advancing research and training and to providing optimal medical and emergency
care while treating the patient as a whole human being.
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Neonatal Department
The Neonatal Department at Soroka Medical Center is the busiest in the country and cares for
17,000 newborns a year from birth to discharge in a distinctly family-oriented environment.
Annually, more than 2,500 of these newborns require intensive or specialized medical and
surgical care.
The physical conditions of the existing neonatal department, built in the 1980s, are outmoded
and no longer suitable or adequate for modern family-centered neonatal care. The current
neonatal care building has glass bricks in the ceiling and many large windows, originally
intended to allow the healthful penetration of daylight. With the onset and frequency of
missile threats and attacks from neighboring Gaza, the current reality of the neonatal care
center has literally become life threatening. Each missile attack forces an evacuation of the tiny
neonates into protected quarters. The move itself involves a team of healthcare professionals
for each infant and the sensitive equipment to which the infant is connected and by which they
are monitored and significant potential risk to the premature baby. The temporary protected
area is crowded and forces the staff to give essential neonatal care in a setting inferior even to
the old unprotected unit.
There is urgent need to upgrade, expand, and protect the entire range of neonatal services
to provide state of the art, family-centered, life-saving neonatal care to our tiniest and most
vulnerable patients!

The New Neonatal Care Center at Soroka Medical Center
The proposed and planned new Neonatal Care Center will serve all newborns in the Negev
and provide world-class medical care in a family-oriented environment that is fully protected
against missile attacks in compliance with the standards of the Home Front Command of the
Israel Defense Forces.
The new Neonatal Care Center will be a four story, missile-proof building with an area of
5,730 square meters (more than 61,500 square feet) at a total estimated project cost of
$41,000,000.
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The Need
•

To construct an urgently needed missile-proof facility

•

To increase the number of intensive and special care beds from 58 to 88 in response to
population growth

•

To provide adequate, dignified space in which to implement family-integrated centered
neonatal care, caring for the needs and respecting the privacy of parents, infants, and
families

•

To upgrade the neonatal care center with state-of-the-art equipment and technologies

•

To better accommodate teaching needs for the more than 150 medical students and other
healthcare professionals trained annually in the neonatal department

The Goal
Our goal is to expand, upgrade and protect Soroka’s neonatal care facilities, which provide care
for all infants born in the southern half of Israel, and to provide them with medical care of the
highest international standards while emphasizing the family-centered approach that we have
pioneered. The expanded, missile-protected facility will allow our professional medical staff to
provide the best care possible for the most vulnerable infants and their families.
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Project Costs

)$( Cost

Deep Foundation

1,972,715

Construction

9,661,452

)Piles (for tunnel to deep infrastructure

176,078

Electricity

267,286

A/C

256,989

Fire detection systems

297,352

Building management system

194,740

Landscape development

247,966

Water, sewerage and drainage

245,645

Magnetic field protection

155,602

Sealing fire passages

90,242

Finishes

13,961,649

Planning, management and supervision

2,682,526

Contingencies / Unforeseen

2,953,229

VAT

5,637,790

Permits and fees

871,795

Adjustment for inflation/exchange rates

1,429,906

Total

$41,102,962

Timetable
The new protected Neonatal Care Center will be completed within 4 years of receipt of the lead
naming gift. All needed permits for the project have been secured.
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Israeli Funding Partners
In addition to matching funds from Clalit Health Services, the Israeli Ministry of Health will
provide $4,785,000 and the Custodian General of the State of Israel $795,000 towards the cost
of the Neonatal Care Center project.

Lead Funding and Naming Opportunity
The New Neonatal Care Center will be named in accordance with the wishes of the donor
in appreciation of a gift of $10,000,000, with matching funds provided by Soroka Medical
Center, Clalit Health Services, and the State of Israel.
Very prominent donor recognition will be provided on the Soroka Medical Center campus,
outside and inside the new Neonatal Care Center, on the Soroka Donors’ Wall of Honor, and
in a dignified public dedication ceremony honoring the donor with national and international
participation.
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Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
Currently, some 600 infants a year, from tiny preemies to full-term infants with complex medical conditions,
are hospitalized annually in the NICU. The new NICU is planned to include 30 beds dedicated entirely to
neonatal intensive care.
The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit may be named for a gift of $5,000,000, with matching funds provided
by Soroka Medical Center.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage in the Neonatal Care Center and at the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit. The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor and be our honored
guest at a dignified public dedication ceremony.

3rd floor – NICU

•
•
•
•
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1500 square meters
28 preterm infants in separate rooms
2 isolation rooms
A total of 30 preterm infants on the floor

Each cluster is constructed of a series of trio of rooms
with a common foyer A, B, C
Room with independent entrance
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Special Care Unit
The Intermediate Care Unit, where infants who are ready to leave the Neonatal Care Center are
hospitalized, is planned to include 58 beds. This Level 2 unit provides care for growing premature babies
and for moderately sick term or near-term infants. Here the babies are slowly transitioned to full family
care and prepared for the move to home. The unit is in also in close ongoing touch with relevant medical
clinics and services in the community in preparation for and follow up following the infant’s move home.
The medical problems encountered in the Intermediate Care Unit are varied and extremely challenging.
Patients include infants with severe congenital anomalies, infants born to drug-addicted mothers, and
infants who require phototherapy, and much much more.
The Intermediate Care Unit may be named for a gift of $3,000,000, with matching funds provided by
Soroka Medical Center.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage in the Neonatal Care Center and at the Intermediate
Care Unit. The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor and be our honored guest at a
dignified public dedication ceremony.

2nd floor – Intermediate Care Unit - 1500 square meters

8 special
treatment rooms
and an intensive care
cluster Around a central
support area
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• 48 preterm infants
- 8 rooms of 6
preterm infants 2
isolation rooms
• 8 intensive care
units
• A total of 58 preterm
infants on the floor

•
•
•
•

Intermediate treatment room - 48 square meters
6 cribs in each room
3 cribs on each side
Each nursing station with 2 nurses is responsible
for 2 rooms
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Donations are also sought for the following internal components of
the Neonatal Care Center:
•

Single Family Treatment Rooms – There will be 30 single-family treatment rooms which
form a focal point of the new facility. These rooms constitute a major component of our
family-centered approach and allow parents to be fully present and involved in the care of
their infant.
Donation requested for naming each single-family treatment room: $100,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center and the
donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

•

Open Bay Areas – These areas are used for the most vulnerable infants and may
accommodate six to eight incubators for premature infants.
Donation requested for naming: $250,000 for each of the nine Open Bay Areas.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.
The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

•

Isolation Rooms – Isolation Rooms with special negative pressure systems protect babies
with unusual infections and their use to isolate infants with infections also protects other
infants from the potential spread of those infections.
Donation requested for naming: $100,000 for each of the four isolation rooms.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.
The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

16

17

Breast milk
Breast milk expressing and preparation room – Breast milk is important medically and
psychologically for both the infants and mothers. We need two appropriately equipped,
pleasant, private, rooms for pumping and expressing breast milk as well as a breast milk and
infant formula preparation and storage room.
Donation requested for naming each of the two breast milk pumping rooms: $100,000.

•

Multidisciplinary room – A room for paramedical and other care professionals.
Donation requested for naming the multidisciplinary room: $100,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center. The
donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

•

Social workers’ Rooms – Comfortable room for family briefing and discussions in privacy.
Donation requested for naming the social workers’ room: $72,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.

Donation requested for naming the milk preparation and storage room: $100,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.
The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

Clinical Support

Special Rooms for Families

Neonatal pharmacy – For dispensing secure unidose individually-tailored drugs and infusions.
Donation requested for naming the neonatal pharmacy: $200,000.

•

Family Lounge – A pleasant area for families to rest, eat and meet with other family
members.
Donation requested for naming family lounge: $200,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.
The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

•

The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center. The donor
will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.

Equipment
•

Portable Ultrasound –Two portable ultrasound devices are needed for Point of Care
ultrasound (POCUS) of the brain, heart, lungs, abdomen and venous access.
Donation requested for naming each device: $67,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.

•

Cardiorespiratory Monitors – Thirty state of the art cardiorespiratory monitors are needed.
Donation requested for naming each monitor: $12,000.
The donation will be recognized in signage on the cardiorespiratory monitors.

•

Incubators (Isolettes) and Heated Cribs – 26 dual incubators, 20 closed incubators, 15 open
incubators (with overhead heaters), and 30 heated cribs are needed.
 Donation requested for each dual incubator: $45,000
 Donation requested for each closed incubator: $20,000
 Donation requested each open incubator: $20,000
 Donation requested for namingeach heated crib: $10,000
 The donation will be recognized in signage at the Neonatal Care Center.

Transition Rooms – Four transition rooms with a home-like environment are needed to
train, familiarize and prepare parents and families for the transition from the Neonatal Care
Center to independence in the home.
Donation requested for naming each room: $90,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.

Staff Areas
•

Conference Rooms – Two rooms are needed for staff and multidisciplinary meetings and
medical and para-medical student teaching.
Donation requested for naming each conference room: $250,000.
The naming will be recognized in prominent signage at the Neonatal Care Center.
The donor will be listed on the Soroka Donors Wall of Honor.
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Contact:
Soroka Medical Center
Dr. Shlomi Codish, Director General
Tel: +972-8-6403408
E-mail: shlomico@clalit.org.il
Orna Myara
Director of External Affairs and Friends of Soroka Medical Center
Tel: +972-8-640-3963
E-mail: ornamy@clalit.org.il
American Friends of Soroka Medical Center
Rachel Heisler Sheinfeld
P.O Box 184-H Scarsdale, NY 10583
Tel: 914-725-9070 (Office) 914-582-6750 (Mobile)
E-mail:Rachel@soroka.org
website: www.soroka.org
Dr. Pazit Levitan
Director of Development
+1 (646) 202-3866
Pazit@Soroka.org

