
Ever since my first trip to Israel when I was 13 years old, I get a lump in my throat

and I’m overcome with emotion at the sight of the Israeli coastline from the air.

What is so special about Israel? Israel is an extension of our heritage, our past, our

religion and our moral values.  We are interconnected and as Jews we have a

sense of belonging and that we are “coming home”. These feelings are only

reinforced when I am here. The phrase “only in Israel” rings true every day whether

it’s because of news of groundbreaking innovation, medical breakthroughs, or a

fight over a parking spot! Israel is unique. I am so proud of our little country that

has contributed so much to the world. Supporting the Soroka Medical Center

brings everything in my life a full circle and helping American Friends unites us to

our homeland. Hope you experience these feelings too on your next visit! 

SOROKA STORIES

GREETINGS TO MY FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS

TOURING THE NEGEV
I was fortunate enough to join the mission for a desert 

tour and in addition to visiting Gav Yam, Sde Boker and 

David Ben Gurion’s grave we had a spectacular lunch

on a goat farm feasting on wine and cheese! 
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NEW GRANT AT SOROKA
Soroka was the fortunate benefactor this week of a

generous grant from the Azrieli foundation for ILS 40m

to aid in the research and treatment of autism.  
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DINNER WITH DR. CODISH
Dr. Shlomi Codish hosted a beautiful dinner in honor of

the visiting professor and other guests.  Included were

important administrators and other faculty from Soroka.   

It was an opportunity to acknowledge the work and

connection with American Friends of Soroka. 

MINI MISSION
This week Rachel led another mini mission in Israel with our

board member Dr. Itay Wiser who introduced us to his

mentor, friend and colleague Dr. Oren Lerman.   Dr. Lerman

performed plastic surgery on a patient at Soroka and gave a

lecture that was broadcast throughout the global plastic

surgery community.  They were overwhelmed with gratitude! 


