
Israel never ceases to amaze. From the Cyber Tech oasis in Be'er Sheva to the interactive state of the

museums in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and around the country, I am in awe of this little ‘can do’ nation. I

thought I had seen everything until I visited a close friend in the hills of Galilee. Opposite his house I

was transported to what looked like an outer space alien ship. This structure is being built (I don’t

think it’s a secret!) to monitor the surrounding countries for any incoming hostile action. It is called

HAAS – High Availability Aerostat System. It is a new type of unmanned tethered airship, one of the

largest of its kind in the world.  

SOROKA STORIES

GREETINGS TO MY FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS

AMBASSADOR AHARONI IN TEL AVIV
Rachel and I had a wonderful reunion with our friend

Ambassador Ido Aharoni in Tel Aviv. Ambassador

Aharoni has launched into the public sector with

business ventures, diplomacy, consulting, and

philanthropy projects. We wish him well.
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ONCOLOGY AND LUNG CLINIC UNVEILING 
This week was the unveiling ceremony of an oncology

and lung clinic at the Legacy Heritage Oncology

Center. This was enabled by a generous donation from

the Israeli Cancer Association in memory of Miriam

Shaar Shlesinger.
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REMEMBERING ROSALIND FRANKLIN
I would be remiss if I didn’t include this picture. In the

background is a beautiful bridge designed in the

structure of DNA spanning between the Gav Yam Cyber

City and Be’er Sheva’s train station, Ben Gurion

University and Soroka Medical Center.  

DISCOVERING MOLECULAR GENETIC
PATHWAYS OF ADHD AT SOROKA

Rachel and I were privileged to meet with Professor Ohad Birk

in Be’er Sheva. His research is remarkable, and his latest

breakthrough discovered a genetic connection to ADHD.  His

article was published in Nature Communications medical

journal.


