
There was an unfortunate incident in the Soroka Medical Center this week caused by feuding families who

started a brawl that ended up with four persons needing medical attention from stab wounds. Thanks to the

strong and decisive leadership of Dr. Shlomi Codish order was restored within an hour. “We condemn and are

concerned about this showing of severe violence that has taken place in the area of the medical center,” said

Dr. Shlomi Codish, Director of Soroka Medical Center. “This crosses a red line, and we demand that vigorous

actions be taken to maintain peace in the hospital and for its staff.” 16 people are due to go before a

magistrate court in Be’er Sheva with more arrests pending. Unlike in America, visitors to a hospital are not

checked at the door and there is no requirement to be visiting someone who is hospitalized. This was a rare

and unpleasant occurrence but mitigated by quick thinking staff who we commend.
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GREETINGS TO MY FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS

PREPARING FOR MARS IN THE NEGEV
Six ‘astronauts’ on month-long mission in Israeli desert

to prepare for Mars. Participants from Austria, Germany,

Israel, the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain simulating

life on the Red Planet to perfect the survival skills

needed for eventual voyage
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FUNDING FOR THE NEGEV

Good news from PM Bennett announcing a $160M

assistance package to the Negev. The funds will go

towards education, employment, reducing wage gaps,

healthcare and transportation. Developing the Negev is

a top priority for the government.
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BARUCH DAYAN EMET
We send our heartfelt condolences to David and

Hengameh, and to the entire Kimibakhsh family. Jila

graced Soroka with her warmth and support, attending

many of our events over the years. Her children are

imbued with their mother’s loving kindness and love of

Mitzvot, and her son Pouya has been an important,

active supporter of Soroka. May the family family know

no further sorrows.

NEW COVID-19 VACCINE DEVELOPMENT
Israel is developing a COVID-19 vaccine that could be a

worldwide game changer. It is still in clinical trial phase. CEO

of NeuroRx, Dr Jonathan Javitt says, “We expect BriLife will

create a broader immunological response and will enhance

protection against Covid-19 and its variants.”


