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Soroka Medical Center

Soroka Medical Center is the anchor of healthcare in the Negev and the only major medical center in the entire 
region. It is one of Israel’s largest, most advanced, and most active hospitals. As a tertiary referral center and a 
level-one trauma center, we provide care to more than one million people in a region that accounts for 60% of 
the country’s total land area. Soroka is recognized for its excellent clinical care and leads the country in many 
areas, including genetics, obstetrics and gynecology, infection control, and emergency care and preparedness.

Each year, there are more than 84,000 inpatient admissions, 270,000 visits to the Emergency Department (the 
most active in the country), more than 32,000 surgical procedures, 600,000 visits to outpatient clinics, and 
more than 17,000 births at Soroka.

October 7, 2023: A Pivotal Moment for Soroka and the State of Israel

With the outbreak of war on October 7, 2023, Soroka faced unprecedented challenges. Indeed, no other hospital 
in Israel has ever experienced a mass-casualty incident of such scope. Moreover, this was the only time in the 
country’s history that an event of such proportions took place at a hospital that was under rocket and missile 
fire. The magnitude of casualties was overwhelming; the number of wounded, the severity of the injuries, and 
the rate at which they arrived at our emergency department strained our treatment capacity. On the first day 
of the war, we treated over 670 casualties, more than 130 of whom were seriously or critically injured. 

Since that horrifying day, we have been coping with the most challenging period ever faced by the State of Israel, 
the Negev region, and Soroka’s employees, both personally and professionally. We are the key medical center 
at the forefront of medical treatment for war victims and will continue to fulfill this critically important mission

Seven months into the war, we have treated over 3,000 casualties, including over 2,000 soldiers, and saved 
many lives. We have cared for the wounded and their families, attempting to alleviate their suffering and 
ensure that they can return to their lives with maximum functional capacity. We initiated rehabilitation 
treatment immediately in the acute care wards to be continued by dedicated rehabilitation departments. 
 
Vulnerability and the Need for Protection

Soroka is approximately 25 miles from the Gaza Strip. This proximity means that Soroka Medical Center faces 
a stark reality because much of our lifesaving infrastructure is currently unprotected against the very real 
threat of missile attacks.

Even before the outbreak of the Swords of Iron War, missile alert sirens were frequently sounded in Beer-
Sheva, compelling us to shut down almost half of our operating rooms precisely when they were most needed. 
Operating rooms and other critical lifesaving infrastructures, including imaging and angiography suites, serve 
as lifelines as we face the challenges of missile attacks and war. Closing these essential facilities contradicts the 
very purpose of their existence, paradoxically jeopardizing the lives of those who depend on us. 

A particularly prominent problem is the insufficient number of missile-protected operating rooms. Soroka 
currently has twenty  general operating rooms. Eight of these are unprotected and cannot be used during 
missile attacks. 



A Resilient Future: Building for Lifesaving 
Healthcare
 
At Soroka, where every moment counts in the battle 
for life, we stand at a critical juncture.
Our mission is clear: to ensure our ability to provide 
lifesaving healthcare by constructing three missile-
protected operating rooms that comply with the 
Israel Defense Forces’ Home Front Command 
guidelines.

These operating rooms will allow us to perform 
surgeries even while the enemy is firing missiles at 
us.
This project will meet the need for operating rooms 
and include infrastructure for performing cardiac, 
neurological, and other lifesaving catheterizations in 
these rooms. In routine times, the operating rooms 
will be used to promote the health of the residents 
of the Negev, who need optimal services close to 
home.

In addition, we will expand the surgery admission 
and recovery areas to address current protection 
deficiencies.

The new area, including the expanded patient 
preparation and recovery areas, will cover 750 
square meters.

Your Support: Leave a Lasting Legacy or Honor 
the Memory of a Loved One

Implementing this game-changing vision 
requires $8,000,000. The Israeli Ministry of Health 
recognizes the critical importance of our mission 
and has committed to supporting the project’s 
overall cost.

A lead donation of $4,000,000 will secure the 
naming rights for three new protected operating 
rooms and patient preparation and recovery 
areas. Your name or that of a cherished loved 
one will forever be associated with a national 
beacon of lifesaving healthcare.

Your contribution will be recognized and 
celebrated. Prominent donor recognition will 
be provided adjacent to the new protected 
operating rooms. Your name will be added to 
Soroka’s central Donors’ Wall of Honor, and 
you will be our esteemed guest at a dedication 
and ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the 
celebratory inauguration and the lifesaving 
transformation made possible by your support.
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Soroka Medical Center

Dr. Shlomi Codish | Director General
Tel: +972-8-640-3408
E-mail: shlomico@clalit.org.il

American Friends of Soroka Medical Center

Rachel Heisler-Sheinfeld | Executive Director
P.O Box 184-H Scarsdale, NY 10583
Tel: 914-725-9070
E-mail: americanfriends@soroka.org

Contact:


